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§9–2006. 

 

 (a) (1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated. 

 

  (2) (i) “Air purifier”, also known as a “room air cleaner”, means 

an electric, cord–connected, portable appliance that primarily functions to remove 

particulate matter from the air. 

 

   (ii) “Air purifier” does not include indoor air cleaning devices 

that are manufactured, advertised, marketed, and labeled for industrial use. 

 

  (3) “Commercial dishwasher” means a machine designed to clean and 

sanitize dinnerware, flatware, cooking utensils, and similar items by applying sprays 

of detergent solution and a sanitizing rinse. 

 

  (4) (i) “Commercial steam cooker”, also known as a “compartment 

steamer”, means a device with one or more food–steaming compartments in which 

the energy in the steam is transferred to the food by direct contact. 

 

   (ii) “Commercial steam cooker” includes: 

 

    1. countertop models; 

 

    2. wall–mounted models; and 

 

    3. floor models mounted on a stand, pedestal, or 

cabinet–style base. 

 

  (5) “Electric vehicle supply equipment” means the fittings, devices, 

and apparatuses installed specifically for the purpose of delivering energy from a 

premises’ wiring to an all–electric or hybrid vehicle. 

 

  (6) (i) “Faucet” means a fitting that controls and guides the flow 

of water in a water supply system. 

 

   (ii) “Faucet” includes: 

 

    1. a private lavatory faucet; 

 

    2. a public lavatory faucet; 
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    3. a residential kitchen faucet; and 

 

    4. a replacement aerator for a private lavatory faucet, 

public lavatory faucet, or residential kitchen faucet. 

 

   (iii) “Faucet” does not include a metering faucet. 

 

  (7) (i) “High color rendering index fluorescent lamp” or “high CRI 

fluorescent lamp” means a fluorescent lamp with a color rendering index of 87 or 

greater. 

 

   (ii) “High color rendering index fluorescent lamp” does not 

include a compact fluorescent lamp. 

 

  (8) “Portable electric spa” means a factory–built electric spa or hot 

tub that includes water–heating or water–circulating equipment. 

 

  (9) “Public lavatory faucet” means a faucet designed to be installed 

in a public bathroom. 

 

  (10) “Replacement aerator” means an aerator sold: 

 

   (i) as a replacement; and 

 

   (ii) separately from the faucet to which the aerator was 

intended to be attached. 

 

  (11) “Residential ventilating fan” means a ceiling fan, wall–mounted 

fan, or a fan mounted outside the area to be ventilated (also known as a remotely 

mounted fan) that is designed to move air from inside a building to the outdoors, such 

as fans used in a bathroom or utility room. 

 

  (12) “Retailer” means a person engaged in the business of making 

retail sales within the State. 

 

  (13) (i) “Showerhead” means a device or set of devices that is: 

 

    1. attached to a single water supply fitting; and 

 

    2. used for spraying water for bathing. 
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   (ii) “Showerhead” includes a showerhead that can be held or 

fixed in place and connected by a flexible hose (also known as a hand–held 

showerhead). 

 

   (iii) “Showerhead” does not include safety equipment such as 

eyewash stations or drench showers. 

 

  (14) “Spray sprinkler body” means the exterior case or shell of a 

sprinkler that: 

 

   (i) includes a method for connecting to the water system 

piping; and 

 

   (ii) houses a spray nozzle that applies water to the ground. 

 

  (15) (i) “Urinal” means a plumbing fixture that: 

 

    1. is designed to receive only liquid body waste; and 

 

    2. conveys the waste through a trap into a drainage 

system. 

 

   (ii) “Urinal” does not include: 

 

    1. urinals designed and marketed exclusively for use at 

prisons or mental health facilities; and 

 

    2. trough–type urinals. 

 

  (16) (i) “Water closet” means a plumbing fixture having a water–

containing receptacle designed to receive liquid and solid body waste and convey the 

waste through an integral trap into a drainage system. 

 

   (ii) “Water closet” includes a water closet incorporating a 

feature that allows the user to flush the water closet with either a reduced load or a 

full volume of water, also known as a dual–flush water closet. 

 

  (17) (i) “Water cooler” means a freestanding device that uses 

energy to cool or heat potable water. 

 

   (ii) “Water cooler” includes: 

 

    1. cold only units that dispense only cold water; 
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    2. hot and cold units that dispense both hot and cold 

water; 

 

    3. cook and cold units that dispense both cold and room 

temperature water; and 

 

    4. storage–type units that store thermally conditioned 

water in a tank inside the water cooler that is available instantaneously, including 

point–of–use, dry storage compartment, and bottled water coolers. 

 

  (18) “Widely available in Maryland” means a conforming product 

available in the State from three or more manufacturers. 

 

 (b) (1) This section applies to the testing, certification, and enforcement 

of efficiency standards for the following types of new products sold, offered for sale, 

or installed for profit in the State: 

 

   (i) electric vehicle supply equipment; 

 

   (ii) high CRI fluorescent lamps; 

 

   (iii) portable electric spas; 

 

   (iv) air purifiers; 

 

   (v) commercial dishwashers; 

 

   (vi) commercial steam cookers; 

 

   (vii) faucets; 

 

   (viii) residential ventilating fans; 

 

   (ix) showerheads; 

 

   (x) spray sprinkler bodies; 

 

   (xi) urinals; 

 

   (xii) water closets; and 

 

   (xiii) water coolers. 

 

  (2) This section does not apply to: 
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   (i) new products manufactured in the State and sold outside 

the State; 

 

   (ii) new products manufactured outside the State and sold at 

wholesale inside the State for final retail sale and installation outside the State; 

 

   (iii) products installed in mobile manufactured homes at the 

time of construction; 

 

   (iv) products designed expressly for installation and use in 

recreational vehicles or marine vessels; or 

 

   (v) products to be sold at retail that are in stock at the retail 

establishment before the effective date of any efficiency standard regulation for that 

item. 

 

 (c) (1) On or before January 1, 2023, the Administration: 

 

   (i) shall review minimum efficiency standards regulations for 

the new products specified in subsection (b)(1)(i) and (ii) of this section; and 

 

   (ii) may adopt new regulations establishing minimum 

efficiency standards for the new products specified in subsection (b)(1)(i) and (ii) of 

this section. 

 

  (2) Beginning October 1, 2024, a new product specified in subsection 

(b)(1)(i) or (ii) of this section may not be sold or offered for sale in the State unless the 

efficiency of the new product meets or exceeds the efficiency standards specified in 

regulations adopted, if any, under paragraph (1) of this subsection. 

 

  (3) (i) This paragraph does not apply to a product that is sold 

before the regulations adopted, if any, under paragraph (1) of this subsection are in 

effect. 

 

   (ii) Beginning October 1, 2025, a new product specified in 

subsection (b)(1)(i) or (ii) of this section may not be installed for profit in the State 

unless the efficiency of the new product meets or exceeds the efficiency standards 

specified in regulations adopted, if any, under paragraph (1) of this subsection. 

 

 (d) (1) (i) On or before January 1, 2023, the Administration shall 

adopt regulations establishing minimum efficiency standards for the new products 

specified in subsection (b)(1)(iii) through (xiii) of this section. 
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   (ii) The regulations shall provide for the following minimum 

efficiency standards: 

 

    1. air purifiers shall meet the following requirements 

as measured in accordance with the Energy Star Program Requirements Product 

Specification for Room Air Cleaners, Version 2.0: 

 

    A. the clean air delivery rate for smoke must be 30 or 

greater; 

 

    B. for models with a clean air delivery rate for smoke of 

less than 100, the clean air delivery rate per watt for smoke must be greater than or 

equal to 1.7; 

 

    C. for models with a clean air delivery rate for smoke 

greater than or equal to 100 and less than 150, the clean air delivery rate per watt 

for smoke must be greater than or equal to 1.9; 

 

    D. for models with a clean air delivery rate for smoke 

greater than or equal to 150, the clean air delivery rate per watt for smoke must be 

greater than or equal to 2.0; 

 

    E. for ozone–emitting models, measured ozone must be 

less than or equal to 50 parts per billion; 

 

    F. for models with a Wi–Fi network connection enabled 

by default when shipped, partial on–mode power may not exceed 2 watts; and 

 

    G. for models without a Wi–Fi network connection 

enabled by default when shipped, partial on–mode power may not exceed 1 watt; 

 

    2. commercial dishwashers must meet the applicable 

qualification criteria specified in the Energy Star Program Requirements Product 

Specification for Commercial Dishwashers, Version 2.0; 

 

    3. commercial steam cookers must meet the 

requirements specified in the Energy Star Program Requirements Product 

Specification for Commercial Steam Cookers, Version 1.2; 

 

    4. faucets must meet the following standards when 

tested in accordance with 10 C.F.R. § 430, Subpart B, Appendix S, compliance with 

which must be verified by using the Uniform Test Method for Measuring the Water 

Consumption of Faucets and Showerheads in effect on January 1, 2020: 
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    A. lavatory faucets and replacement aerators must not 

exceed a maximum flow rate of 1.5 gallons per minute at 60 pounds per square inch; 

 

    B. residential kitchen faucets and replacement 

aerators must not exceed a maximum flow rate of 1.8 gallons per minute at 60 pounds 

per square inch, with optional temporary flow of 2.2 gallons per minute provided the 

faucet defaults to a maximum flow rate of 1.8 gallons per minute at 60 pounds per 

square inch after each use; and 

 

    C. public lavatory faucets and replacement aerators 

must not exceed a maximum flow rate of 0.5 gallons per minute at 60 pounds per 

square inch; 

 

    5. portable electric spas must meet the requirements of 

the American National Standard for Portable Electric Spa Energy Efficiency 

specifically known as ANSI/APSC/ICC 14–2019; 

 

    6. residential ventilating fans must meet the following 

requirements when tested in accordance with the Home Ventilation Institute’s HVI 

Airflow Test Procedure (HVI Publication 916): 

 

    A. in–line residential ventilating fans must be 

equipped with a fan motor with an efficiency of at least 2.8 cubic feet per minute per 

watt; and 

 

    B. non–in–line residential ventilating fans must be 

equipped with a fan motor with an efficiency of at least 1.4 cubic feet per minute per 

watt for airflows less than 90 cubic feet per minute and at least 2.8 cubic feet per 

minute per watt for airflows greater than or equal to 90 cubic feet per minute; 

 

    7. showerheads must not exceed a maximum flow rate 

of 2.0 gallons per minute at 80 pounds per square inch when tested in accordance 

with 10 C.F.R. § 430, Subpart B, Appendix S, compliance with which must be verified 

by using the Uniform Test Method for Measuring the Water Consumption of Faucets 

and Showerheads in effect on January 1, 2020; 

 

    8. spray sprinkler bodies that are not specifically 

excluded from the scope of the WaterSense Specification for Spray Sprinkler Bodies, 

Version 1.0 must include an integral pressure regulator and meet the water 

efficiency, performance criteria, and other requirements specified in the WaterSense 

Specification for Spray Sprinkler Bodies, Version 1.0; 

 

    9. urinals must have a maximum flush volume of 0.5 

gallons per flush when tested in accordance with 10 C.F.R. § 430, Subpart B, 
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Appendix T, compliance with which must be verified by using the Uniform Test 

Method for Measuring the Water Consumption of Water Closets and Urinals in effect 

on January 1, 2020; 

 

    10. water closets must meet the following standards 

when tested in accordance with 10 C.F.R. § 430, Subpart B, Appendix T, compliance 

with which must be verified by using the Uniform Test Method for Measuring the 

Water Consumption of Water Closets and Urinals in effect on January 1, 2020: 

 

    A. subject to item B of this item, water closets must 

have a maximum flush volume of 1.28 gallons per flush; and 

 

    B. dual–flush tank–type water closets must have a 

maximum dual–flush effective volume of 1.28 gallons per flush; and 

 

    11. water coolers included in the scope of the Energy 

Star Program’s Water Coolers Specification, Version 2.0 must have an on mode with 

no water draw energy consumption that is less than or equal to the following values 

as measured in accordance with the on mode with no water draw test mode specified 

in the Water Coolers Specification: 

 

    A. 0.16 kilowatt–hours per day for cold only units and 

cook and cold units; 

 

    B. 0.87 kilowatt–hours per day for storage type hot and 

cold units; and 

 

    C. 0.18 kilowatt–hours per day for on–demand hot and 

cold units. 

 

  (2) Beginning January 1, 2024, a new product specified in subsection 

(b)(1)(iii) through (xiii) of this section may not be sold or offered for sale in the State 

unless the efficiency of the new product meets or exceeds the efficiency standards 

specified in the regulations adopted under paragraph (1) of this subsection. 

 

  (3) (i) This paragraph does not apply to a product that is sold 

before the regulations adopted under paragraph (1) of this subsection are in effect. 

 

   (ii) Beginning January 1, 2025, a new product specified in 

subsection (b)(1)(iii) through (xiii) of this section may not be installed for profit in the 

State unless the efficiency of the new product meets or exceeds the efficiency 

standards specified in the regulations adopted under paragraph (1) of this subsection. 
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 (e) (1) By regulation, the Administration may clarify but not expand the 

scope of the devices defined under subsections (a) and (b) of this section. 

 

  (2) On request of a Maryland business or consumer and after public 

notice and comment, the Administration may delay the effective date of any standard 

under this section by not more than 1 year if the Administration determines that 

products conforming to the standard will not be widely available in Maryland by the 

applicable date stated in subsections (c)(2) and (3)(ii) and (d)(2) and (3)(ii) of this 

section. 

 

  (3) The Administration may limit a delay under paragraph (2) of this 

subsection to identifiable subcategories of any category of covered products. 

 

 (f) (1) The Administration may adopt regulations to increase the 

efficiency standards for the products listed in subsection (b)(1) of this section. 

 

  (2) Every 2 years, the Administration shall consider and propose to 

the General Assembly: 

 

   (i) new standards for products not specifically listed in 

subsection (b)(1) of this section; and 

 

   (ii) revised, more stringent standards for products listed in 

subsection (b)(1) of this section. 

 

  (3) In considering new or amended standards, the Administration 

shall propose new or amended efficiency standards if it determines that any new or 

increased efficiency standards would: 

 

   (i) serve to promote energy conservation in the State; 

 

   (ii) be life–cycle cost effective for consumers who purchase and 

use the new products; and 

 

   (iii) be technologically feasible and economically justified. 

 

  (4) A new or increased efficiency standard may not become effective 

less than 1 year after the adoption of that standard. 

 

  (5) Subject to paragraphs (6) and (7) of this subsection, the 

Administration may apply for a waiver of federal preemption in accordance with 

federal procedures (42 U.S.C. § 6297(d)) for State efficiency standards for any product 

regulated by the federal government. 
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  (6) The Administration may apply for a waiver under paragraph (5) 

of this subsection, if: 

 

   (i) at least 90 days before the day on which the application for 

the waiver is submitted to the federal government, the Administration announces its 

intention to submit the application by publication in the Maryland Register and 

writing to the presiding officers of the General Assembly; and 

 

   (ii) at least 60 days before the day on which the application for 

the waiver is submitted to the federal government, the Administration, after 

reasonable notice other than publication in the Maryland Register, shall hold a public 

hearing on the proposed application to receive public comment. 

 

  (7) The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 

Delegates may direct that the appropriate standing committees of the General 

Assembly hold hearings on the proposed application for the waiver and provide 

comments to the Administration. 

 

 (g) (1) After public notice and comment, the Administration shall adopt 

procedures by rule for testing the energy efficiency of the new products listed in 

subsection (b)(1) of this section if testing procedures are not provided for in the 

Maryland Building Performance Standards. 

 

  (2) The Administration may adopt updated test methods by 

regulation when new versions of test methods become available or when an 

alternative test method has been adopted by another state or the federal government. 

 

  (3) The Administration shall use appropriate nationally recognized 

test methods such as those approved by the United States Department of Energy. 

 

  (4) The manufacturers of new products listed in subsection (b)(1) of 

this section shall cause samples of their products to be tested in accordance with the 

test procedures adopted under this subsection or those specified in the Maryland 

Building Performance Standards. 

 

 (h) (1) Manufacturers of new products listed in subsection (b)(1) of this 

section shall certify to the Administration that the products are in compliance with 

the provisions of this section. 

 

  (2) (i) The Administration shall adopt regulations governing the 

certification of new products and may coordinate with the certification programs of 

other states with similar standards or national voluntary certification programs. 
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   (ii) Any manufacturer that has certified a product to another 

state, the federal Energy Star Program, or the federal WaterSense Program may 

provide the Administration with a copy of the certification that the manufacturer 

made to the other state or agency in place of a separate certification to the State of 

Maryland, provided that: 

 

    1. the other state’s standards or the Energy Star or 

WaterSense specifications are equivalent to or more stringent than the standards of 

the State of Maryland; and 

 

    2. all information required by the regulations adopted 

under subparagraph (i) of this paragraph is included in the certification. 

 

 (i) (1) The Administration shall adopt regulations governing the 

identification of such products or packaging which shall be coordinated to the greatest 

practical extent with the labeling programs and requirements of other states and 

federal agencies with equivalent efficiency standards. 

 

   (2) If a national efficiency standard is established by federal 

law or regulation for a product listed in subsection (b) of this section, the labeling 

requirements set forth in COMAR 14.26.03.11 do not apply to that product. 

 

   (3) In accordance with COMAR 14.26.03.11, all display models 

of products shall be displayed with a mark, label, or tag on the product. 

 

 (j) (1) The Administration may test products listed in subsection (b)(1) 

of this section using an accredited testing facility. 

 

  (2) If products tested are found not to be in compliance with the 

minimum efficiency standards established under subsections (c) and (d) of this 

section, the Administration shall: 

 

   (i) charge the manufacturer of the product for the cost of 

product purchase and testing; and 

 

   (ii) make information available to the public on products found 

not to be in compliance with the standards. 

 

 (k) (1) With prior notice and at reasonable and convenient hours, the 

Administration may make periodic inspections of distributors or retailers of new 

products listed in subsection (b)(1) of this section in order to determine compliance 

with the provisions of this section. 
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  (2) The Administration shall coordinate with the Department of 

Housing and Community Development and the Maryland Department of Labor 

regarding inspections, prior to occupancy, of newly constructed buildings containing 

new products that are also covered by the Maryland Building Performance 

Standards. 

 

 (l) (1) The Administration may investigate complaints received 

concerning violations of this section and shall report the results of an investigation 

to the Attorney General. 

 

  (2) The Attorney General may institute proceedings to enforce the 

provisions of this section. 

 

  (3) A manufacturer, distributor, or retailer of new products listed in 

subsection (b)(1) of this section that violates any provision of this section shall be 

issued a warning by the Administration for a first violation. 

 

  (4) Repeat violators shall be subject to a civil penalty of not more 

than $250. 

 

  (5) Each violation of this section shall constitute a separate offense 

and each day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

 

  (6) Penalties assessed under this subsection are in addition to costs 

assessed under subsection (j)(2)(i) of this section. 

 

  (7) Penalties assessed under this subsection shall be paid into the 

General Fund of the State. 
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